CHAPTER III
TRAFFIC STUDIES (EXISTING)
The necessity of making a careful study of existing traffic upon
urban, interurban, and even steam railroads for the purpose of
comparison with the conditions of a proposed line and in order
intelligently to predetermine the probable income from, and
therefore the advisability of financing and building a new line,
has already been set forth. Further than this, those responsible
for the successful operation of present and future lines must
continually study the condition and tendencies of traffic. Quot-
ing from an editorial in the Electric Eailway Journal upon
this point: "The managers of city railway systems which do not
embrace more than a half-dozen routes usually feel that they
know every detail of the traffic distribution so well that it is
unnecessary to go to the trouble of preparing graphic records,
The correctness of this point of view, however, is not proved by
the experience of those who have had occasion to prepare traffic
curves, even for cities of less than 40,000 population, as they
have found that such curves will betray the riding peculiarities of
the public much more clearly than a mere tabulation. Prom such
a record, for example, it is easy to observe whether the passengers
take kindly to short trip cars or neglect them in favor of through
cars even when they do not ride to the end of the line,"
'' Traffic curves, furthermore, are not only of value to the com-
pany in making up its schedule, but are also an aid in its relations
to the .public. When a complaint is made about the service on a
certain line, it is surely convenient to be able to prove graphically
that in the course of the day's operation the number of seats
furnished far exceed the passengers and that the schedules
adopted are based strictly upon the amount of traffic which the
line brings."
While reports of traffic investigations have been made public
from time to time, especially as the results of studies by consul ting
engineers in connection with proposed improvements in the rail-
way system for the purpose of reducing congestion of traffic by
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